The River Ridge Observer
The newsletter of the Central Arkansas Astronomical Society

april 2011
Welcome to the April edition of The River Ridge Observer. This newsletter is meant to give you the latest and greatest news and information about CAAS and its members.  
happy global astronomy month and more!
April is Global Astronomy Month!  The is the second year for this now annual event, organized by Astronomers Without Borders, which celebrates the Universe in the spirit of the International Year of Astronomy 2009 cornerstone project ”100 Hours of Astronomy.”   In addition, 1 – 8 April, 2011 is International Dark Sky Week.  Please join in by celebrating the natural night sky.  Finally, Wednesday April 12, 2001 is “Yuri’s Night” which will mark the 50th anniversary of the first human space flight by Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin.  Yuri’s Night is a celebration of humanity’s achievements in space.  
variable star observing at the april 9th general meeting!
Yuri’s Night is a celebration of humanity’s achievements in space. Everyone can participate, so come and join us in celebrating our past–and our future–in outer space!
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Please join CAAS at its April 2011 meeting on April 9th at 7 p.m. in the classroom on the grounds of the River Ridge Observatory.  Please email info@caasastro.org if you need the link and password to the directions.  After a short business meeting, Rocky Togni will make a presentation on “Variable Star Observing."  
Much that we know about stars and the universe came from studying variable stars.  There are over 30,000 known variable stars that have been catalogued with many more suspected. With modest equipment any amateur astronomer can make observations that are a valuable scientific contribution.  Not only is Rocky a long time member of CAAS, a variable star observer for 20 years, he is also the Variable Star Club Coordinator for The Astronomical League. True Star Power right here at the River Ridge Observatory!  
We will also have updates on the planning for the programs for the Mid States of The Astronomical League Conference and National Astronomy Day, both events coming up in May.  Clouds permitting we will adjourn to the observing field for fun and fellowship under Saturn, the crescent moon, and the stars – variable and invariable alike!   
welcome new members!
Thus far in 2011, CAAS has welcomed five - count ‘em 5 - new members!  We have already welcomed Robert Brown in this space who joined in January.  Now we welcome Roger Gudith, Ernie Justice, Chris Spotts, and our long time friend and Pinnacle Mountain State Park  Interpreter extraordinaire Susan Staffeld.  Please join in welcoming Roger, Ernie, Chris and Susan when you see them at an upcoming meeting or star party.  

welcome Leslie Rae deeter - junior astronomer!
Late word comes of the arrival of yet another Junior Astronomer in the CAAS Family.  Paul and Stephanie Deeter welcomed Leslie Rae to their home observatory on November 30, 2010. Leslie weighed 7lbs. 9oz. at her birth and she and mom are doing great.  Dad reports some great late night observing after feeding times. We hope to see Leslie Rae at a star party very soon. Congratulations to the Deeter family! 
get ready for national astronomy day – may 7th 
National Astronomy Day is Saturday, May 7th, and our friends at Pinnacle Mountain State Park will help us celebrate again this year. The fun starts at 2 p.m. at the PMSP Visitors’ center and runs all the way until 10 p.m.  We will have solar observing, solar marshmallow roasting, meteorite displays, a Solar System Hike, screening of the outstanding PBS documentary “Telescope: Hunting the Edge of Space,” the International Dark-Sky Association display, waters rockets, a presentation by Darrell Heath, our new Jet Propulsion Laboratory “Solar System Ambassador,” an appearance by the CAAS “Bubble Boys,” and more!  And of course, in the evening we will host a public star party.  
msral con 2011/ Mulberry Mountain Star Party 
Registration is now open for the 2011 Mid-States Region of The Astronomical League (MSRAL).  This year’s MSRAL annual convention is being held in conjunction with the fourth annual Mulberry Mountain Star Party on Friday, May 20 and Saturday May 21, 2011.  Registration for the conference can be completed at this link:   http://www.aoas.org/staticpages/index.php?page=convention  The event location is the Mulberry Mountain Lodging and Events (MML&E) resort north of Ozark, Arkansas, on Arkansas Highway 23 (I-40 exit 35) - the world renown “Pig Trail Scenic Byway.”  Located in the heart of the Ozark National Forest, MML&E boasts some of the darkest skies in Arkansas.  MML&E also offers cabins, pull-through RV sites, and improved tent camp sites with water, electricity and showers. Virtually unlimited primitive campsites are also available with limited water and electricity, with no shower hookups.  MML&E’s website is at:  http://www.mulberrymountainlodge.com   You may also contact MML&E by phone at 800-667-1919 or 479-667-1919 or email at mulberrymountain@aol.com  for further information or to make reservations.  Other lodging options are found in relatively nearby Ozark (20 minutes), Clarksville (40 mins.), and Van Buren (40 mins.). 
Our friends at Arkansas – Oklahoma Astronomical Society are hosting the event, but CAAS is a heavy hitter in this event.  Our own John Reed, Rocky Togni and Jim Fisher are slated to present papers at the conference on Saturday.  In addition MARS/CAAS alum, astronomy instructor, writer and EarthSky.org contributor Larry Session will deliver the key note address. AOAS has also asked if CAAS members are interesting in volunteering to manage the registration table.  If you are interested, please send an email to AOAS President Dave Grosvold at dgrosvold@aoas.org and to Jim Fisher at jrfisher7@gmail.com.  
The MSRAL Conference 2011 also has a Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please join the fun at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-States-Region-of-The-Astronomical-League-Conference-2011/180524685326923?ref=ts

april 2011 observing highlights
All month – Saturn rules the night!  With opposition early in the month it will rise near sunset and set near dawn all month and it will be its brightest for 2011.  Venus, Mercury, Mars and Jupiter skirt the pre-dawn horizon at the end of the month.  
April 3rd – New Moon 
April 3rd - Saturn at opposition at magnitude 0.4
April 6th - evening -  The crescent Moon just below the Pleiades star cluster in the west
April 11th – First Quarter Moon
April 16th – evening - The Moon is to the lower right of Saturn.
April 17th -  Full Moon 
April 22nd – after midnight - The Lyrid meteor shower peaks but the waning gibbous Moon makes this an unfavorable year for seeing many meteors.
April 24th – Last Quarter Moon
April 30th - pre-dawn - The crescent Moon is 6º above Venus low in the east at dawn. Look for Jupiter nearby as well as Mercury and Mars (may require binoculars) near the horizon the mornings of April 30th and May 1st. 
upcoming CAAS events
Apr 9th - CAAS Monthly Meeting at River Ridge Observatory, 7 p.m.
Apr 16th  - Arkansas Science Olympiad at UALR, PHYS 101, “Astronomy” event, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., and the “Solar System” event, 12:45 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.
Apr 29th – Star party for Japanese science students’ tour group at Pinnacle Mountain State Park, Stuckey Field, 7 p.m.  
May 7th – National Astronomy Day at Pinnacle Mountain State Park, Visitors’ Center, 2 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
May 14th – Boy Scout’s Merit Badge University astronomy merit badge class, 9 a.m. - 12 noon
May 14th - CAAS Monthly Meeting at River Ridge Observatory, 7 p.m. 
May 20th – 22nd -  Mid-States Region of the Astronomical League conference and star party at Mulberry Mountain Lodging and Events resort, Ozark, Arkansas
June 11th - CAAS Monthly Meeting at River Ridge Observatory, 7 p.m.
June 25th - Star Party at Pinnacle Mountain State Park, Visitors’ Center, 8 p.m.  
“arkansas skies” page on facebook
The former International Dark-Sky Association – Arkansas Chapter Facebook page has a new name: “Arkansas Skies.”  In addition to promoting dark-sky issues and events, we have expanded the topic of the page to be about anything related to astronomy in Arkansas.  Join today at  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Arkansas-Skies/153810431132?ref=ts 


