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Welcome to the May edition of The River Ridge Observer. This newsletter is meant to give you the latest and greatest news and information about CAAS and its members.
The Care and Feeding of a Newtonian Telescope at May 14th General Meeting
Please join CAAS at its May 2011 meeting on May 14th at 7 p.m. in the classroom on the grounds of the River Ridge Observatory.  Please email info@caasastro.org if you need the link and password to the directions.  After a short business meeting, Jim Fisher and John Reed will make a presentation on “The Care and Feeding of a Newtonian Telescope."  
The Newtonian telescope is the workhouse instrument for many amateur astronomers.  Jim and John will give an informal tutorial on how to care for and operate Newtonian and Dobsonian telescopes.  For those members who have been with the club six months or more and are in attendance, this instruction will serve as the requirement for “Observatory Status,” thus permitting those members use of the CAAS 10” Dobsonian telescope.  
We will also reports on the highly successful star party for the Japanese science students and National Astronomy Day.  In addition we will have last minute updates on the planning for the programs for the Mid States of The Astronomical League Conference coming up on May 20 – 21st near Ozark, Arkansas and National Astronomy Day. 
Clouds permitting we will adjourn to the observing field for fun and fellowship under Saturn, the gibbous moon, and the stars!   
msral con 2011/ Mulberry Mountain Star Party 
It is not too late to register for the 2011 Mid-States Region of The Astronomical League (MSRAL)!  This year’s MSRAL annual convention is being held in conjunction with the fourth annual Mulberry Mountain Star Party on Friday, May 20 and Saturday May 21, 2011.  Registration for the conference can be completed at this link:   http://www.aoas.org/staticpages/index.php?page=convention  The event location is the Mulberry Mountain Lodging and Events (MML&E) resort north of Ozark, Arkansas, on Arkansas Highway 23 (I-40 exit 35) - the world renown “Pig Trail Scenic Byway.”  Located in the heart of the Ozark National Forest, MML&E boasts some of the darkest skies in Arkansas.  MML&E also offers cabins, pull-through RV sites, and improved tent camp sites with water, electricity and showers. Virtually unlimited primitive campsites are also available with limited water and electricity, with no shower hookups.  MML&E’s website is at:  http://www.mulberrymountainlodge.com   You may also contact MML&E by phone at 800-667-1919 or 479-667-1919 or email at mulberrymountain@aol.com  for further information or to make reservations.  Other lodging options are found in relatively nearby Ozark (20 minutes), Clarksville (40 mins.), and Van Buren (40 mins.). 


Our friends at Arkansas – Oklahoma Astronomical Society are hosting the event, but CAAS is a heavy hitter in this event.  Our own John Reed and Rocky Togni are slated to present papers at the conference on Saturday.  In addition MARS/CAAS alum, astronomy instructor, writer and EarthSky.org contributor Larry Session will deliver the key note address. AOAS has also asked if CAAS members are interesting in volunteering to manage the registration table.  If you are interested, please send an email to AOAS President Dave Grosvold at dgrosvold@aoas.org and to Jim Fisher at jrfisher7@gmail.com.  
The MSRAL Conference 2011 also has a Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please join the fun at https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mid-States-Region-of-The-Astronomical-League-Conference-2011/180524685326923?ref=ts
May 2011 observing highlights
All month – Saturn still rules the night, but fades slightly from magnitude +0.5 to +0.7.  Mercury, Venus, Mars and Jupiter put on a great show through-out the month just before sun rise.     
May 3 rd – New Moon 
May 7 - 15th – In pre-dawn sky Mercury is visible in binoculars along with Venus and Jupiter in same field of view.
May 10th – First Quarter Moon
May 17th -  Full Moon 
May 20th – 21st - In pre-dawn sky Venus, Mercury and Mars form a triangle.
May 24th – Last Quarter Moon
May 30th – In pre-dawn sky waxing crescent moon joins Jupiter, Venus and Mercury.  
upcoming CAAS events
May 14th – Boy Scout’s Merit Badge University astronomy merit badge class, 9 a.m. - 12 noon, Federal Office Building, Little Rock
May 14th - CAAS Monthly Meeting at River Ridge Observatory, 7 p.m. 
May 20th – 22nd -  Mid-States Region of the Astronomical League conference and star party at Mulberry Mountain Lodging and Events resort, Ozark, Arkansas
June 11th – CAAS Board Meeting at River Ridge Observatory, 6 p.m.
June 11th - CAAS Monthly Meeting at River Ridge Observatory, 7 p.m.
June 25th - Star Party at Pinnacle Mountain State Park, Visitors’ Center, 8 p.m.  


