LEARNING THE CONSTELLATIONS

Following are six charts which present a good approach for learning your
way around the heavens. Learn the constellations and they will become
old friends and the night will be more interesting.

A chart for each season uses a geometric figure of bright stars to identify
a group of constellations. Two additional charts for important and easily
traced areas of the sky are also included.

Index Chart 1 Winter Hexagon
Chart 2 Spring Diamond
Chart 3 Summer Triangle
Chart 4 Summer Zodiac
Chart 5 Fall Square
Chart 6 Circumpolar

Start by choosing the chart that applies to the current season. Stars rise
in the East and set in the West. These charts will be in the East during
early months listed and West during late months listed. The circumpolar
chart is year round — Hold the current date up about 9:00 pm.

Don't just find the constellations — memorize them and the stars (most of
which are first magnitude) along with them.

Notes have been made on interesting objects visible in binoculars or a
small scope and a quiz to aid learning and enjoyment of the Winter
Hexagon. See notes on observing at bottom of this quiz.

Hopefully these charts will aid you in finding your way in the night sky.

Rit
May 2007
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Spring Diamond Visible March to July in the evenings
Arcturus 2™ brightest star in Northern Hemisphere and 4™ brightest overall. About 37 light years away.
Cor Caroli Nice double star for small scopes. Note colors. Mag 2.9 and 2.95.
Spica —Mag 1.0, 275 light years away, 2300 times as luminous as our sun.
Virgo has a rich history with the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans worth reading about.
Denebola — The Lion’s Tail. Magnitude 2.14 and about 43 light years away.
Cancer, Leo, Virgo, and Libra in Zodiak/Ecliptic
Small dots in Coma Bernices are galaxies
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WINTER CONSTELLATION QUIZ

1. Find the Winter Hexagon. Use Orion's Belt to find Sirius and Aldebaran.

2. What color is Aldebaran. .

3.* Sketch the Pleiades

4.* Find M42 in Orion. What does it look like?

5. What color is Capella?

6.* View the Hyades - a cluster similar to the Pleiades only closer!

7.* Find M41 in Canis Major. How is it different from M42?

8. Find B Tauri and y Auriga. Why is this star unusual?

9.* Find M35 in Gemini. Compare it to M41.

10. What colors are Betelgeuse in (Constellation)
Rigel in
Castor in
Pollux in
Procyon in
Sirius in

Notes on Observing;

Your eyes will take several minutes to adapt to the dark. You will be able to see
much more 10-20 minutes after starting to observe. Use a flashlight with red cellophane
to look at the charts. This won't cause you to lose your night vision.

* Use Binoculars. Brace yourself so you can study the Messier (M35, M41, M42,

M46) Objects. The longer you look the more you will see. Be sure to record your
observations.



